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Urban  District  Council 

OF  THE 

Town  of  Hove. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  ANNUAL  REPORT 

For  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1896. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Sanitary  Committee. 
Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  placing*  before  you  the  follow- 
ing- report  as  to  the  health  of  the  Town  of  Hove  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1896. 

The  Registrar  returns  the  number  of  deaths  as  391 
(males,  166  ; females,  225),  and  654  births  (males,  327  ; 
females,  327),  making  an  increase  by  births,  263. 

During  the  year  18  inquests  have  been  held,  and  the 
causes  of  death  were  returned  according  to  the  Coroner’s 


Jury,  as  follows  : — 

Accidentally  Burnt  ...  ...  ...  1 

Accidental  Fracture  of  the  Skull  ...  I 
Cerebral  Apoplexy  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cerebral  Hoemorrhage...  ...  ...  1 

Concussion  of  the  Brain  by  a fall  ...  1 

Found  Drowned  ...  ...  ...  1 


Natural  Causes...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Primary  distention  of  the  Larynx 
Coma  ...  ...  ...  ..  1 

Run  over  by  Horse  and  Cart  ...  ...  1 

Syncope ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Starvation,  Injudicious,  and  Improper 
Feeding  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Want  of  attention  at  Birth  ...  ...  1 


Suicides — 

By  Drowning  ... 

,,  Poisoning  ... 

,,  Hanging 

,,  Throwing  himself  from  window  ... 


14 


1 

1 

1 

1 


18 

Making  a total  of  18  as  against  31  last  year. 


There  have  been  two  uncertified  deaths  during  the 
year,  both  in  very  old  people  who  had  been  medically 
attended,  but  not  recently. 

The  Hove  death-rate  is  estimated  on  a population  of 
33,284,  the  basis  on  which  this  is  arrived  at  as  under  : — 

Population  of  Hove,  1895  ...  ...  32,092 

Increase  of  Population:  — 

Inhabitants  of  new  houses  ...  929 

Excess  of  births  over  deaths  during 

the  year  1896  ...  ...  ...  263 


Total 

making  an  increase  of  1,192  on  the  year. 


• • • 


33,284 


7 The  return  as  to  new  property  during  the  last  six  years 
has  been  supplied  rue  by  the  Town  Surveyor  : — 

No.  of  New  Buildings. 

1891.  1892.  1893.  1894.  1895.  1896.  Total. 

75  ...  142  ...  112  ...  148  ...  158  ...  211  — 846 

No.  of  Inhabitants. 

1891.  1892.  1893.  1894.  1895.  1896.  Total. 

264  ...  513  ...  518  ...  659  ...  638  ...  929  —3,521 


The  death-rate  for  the  past  year  was  11*7  per  1,000; 
this  compares  most  favourably  with  the  returns  of  London 
18'5  and  Provincial  Towns  18*8. 


In  the  following  table  the  death-rate  is  compared  at 


each  quarter : — 

Mar.,  1896. 

June,  1896. 

Sept.,  1896. 

Dec.,  1896. 

London 

19*5 

...  17-9  ... 

18-8  ... 

17-8 

Provincial  ) 

19-5 

18’4 

18-3  ... 

19-0 

Towns  ) 

Hove 

11*3 

...  1P0  ... 

14-4  ... 

11.5 

Births  and  deaths  in  the  Town  of  Hove  during  the  past 
ten  years  : — 

1896  1895  1894  1893  1892  1891  1890  1889  1888  1887 

Births  654  631  6 19  557  484  493  453  502  501  552 

Deaths  391  430  347  350  384  334  345  258  322  332 


Excess  of  Births  263  201  302  207  100  159  108  244  179  220 


Death-rate  ...  11*7  13  4 11  1 125  14-4  126  127  97  11-9  147 
Birth-rate  ...  19*6  197  207  20*0  187  187  167  187  187  237 

per  1,000  of  the  living. 


The  391  deaths  were  registered  as  from  the  following  causes : 
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One  hundred  and  forty-three  inhabitants  of  Hove  have 
died  upwards  of  60  years  of  age,  as  shewn  as  follows,  and 
compared  with  the  last  four  years : — 


1892. 

1893. 

1894. 

1895. 

1896. 

Over  60  and  under  70  ... 

53 

...  56 

...  38 

...  61 

...  43 

„ 70  „ 80  ... 

71 

...  61 

...  64 

...  75 

...  61 

„ 80  „ 90  ... 

35 

...  34 

...  32 

...  36 

...  34 

,.  90  and  upwards 

4 

...  4 

...  3 

5 

...  5 

163 

155 

137 

177 

143 

The  Zymotic  death-rate  for  the  past  year,  0*9  per  1,000 
is  extremely  satisfactory,  and  compares  most  favourably 
with  that  of  London  and  Provincial  Towns,  as  shown  in 
the  following  table:— 

o 

Mar.,  1896.  June,  1896.  Sept.,  1896.  Dec.,  1896. 

London 3-24  ...  3*57  ...  4*23  ...  1*5 

Provincial  Town  2*08  ...  2*23  ...  3*84  ...  1*8 

Hove  0*5  ...  0*5  ...  2*6  ...  0*2 

Daring  the  quarter  ending  September  30tli,  the  Zymotic 
death-rate  was  2*6,  the  highest  of  any  quarter  during  the 
year,  this  was  due  to  the  twenty  deaths  from  Diarrhoea. 

The  following  is  the  Zymotic  death-rate  of  Hove  for  the 
past  ten  years  : — 

1896  1895  1894  1893  1892  1891  1890  1889  1888  1887 

0*9  0*6  0‘ 5 0*9  0*8  0*5  0*4  1*3  1*2  1*2 

This  year  there  have  been  five  deaths  from  Typhoid  in 

your  Town,  the  infection  of  two  were  traced  outside  the 

District,  one  was  an  old  person,  and  was  complicated  with 
Pneumonia  of  both  lungs,  the  others  dying  after  pro- 
tracted illnesses. 

There  has  practically  been  an  immunity  from  deaths 
from  all  the  other  Infectious  Pevers,  Measles  being 
certified  in  one  case  complicated  with  Bronchitis  in  a very 
young  child. 


The  following  return  is  required  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  in  reference  to  the  working  of  the  Notification 


Act  during  the  year  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Diphtheria  or  Diphtheritic  Sore  Throat  ...  34 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Membranous  Croup ...  ...  1 

Small  Pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Continued  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


134 

This  again  is  satisfactory,  being  34  less  than  last  year. 
Of  these,  84  were  admitted  to  Hangleton  Hospital  : — 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  1 

Small  Pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Continued  Fever  ..  ...  ...  ...  1 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Total  ...  84 

Of  the  cases  so  admitted,  three  died  of  Diphtheria, 
one  of  Typhoid  Fever,  one  Continued  Fever,  and  one  of 
Small  Pox. 

The  following’  is  a list  of  the  work  carried  out  bv  the 
Sanitary  Department  during  the  year. 

Every  house  in  the  Town  has  been  inspected  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  once  at  least  during  the  year,  with  a 
view  of  ascertaining  if  any  defects  existed  therein,  and 
I subjoin  a detailed  account  of  the  number  of  such 
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inspections,  and  tlie  result  of  examinations  (the  above 
does  not  include  houses  inspected  through  complaints  and 
other  causes)  : — 

House  to  house  inspection — 

Number  of  houses  and  other  premises  in- 
spected ...  ...  ...  5,512 

,,  houses  that  have  been  inspected 

from  complaints  and  other 
causes  ...  ...  ...  405 

„ complaints  attended  to  ...  2,198 

,,  complaints  received,  premises 

inspected  and  no  nuisance 
found  ...  ...  ...  120 

,,  warning  and  verbal  notices 

issued  for  the  abatement  of 

nuisances  ...  ...  ...  1,944 

,,  statutory  notices  issued  ...  310 

The  undermentioned  works  have  been  executed  : — 
Number  of  houses  new  drained  ...  ...  159 

„ drains  and  drain  traps  defective, 

drains  repaired  and  defective 
traps  removed  and  properly 
trapped  ...  ...  ...  442 

,,  water-closets  defective  and  foul, 

defects  repaired,  cleansed,  or 
other  apparatus  provided  in 
lieu  thereof  ...  ...  ...  401 

„ water  - closets  supplied  from 

same  cistern  as  drinking  water, 
separate  supply  provided  ...  22 

,,  closets  with  defective  water 

supply,  permanent  water 
supply  provided  ...  ...  344 

,,  soil  pipes  inside  the  house  and 

defective,  soil  pipes  placed 
outside  and  properly  ventilated  19 
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Number  of  soil  pipes  and  ventilation  pipes 
found  to  be  defective,  defects 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  149 

,,  waste  pipes  from  sinks  defective, 

waste  pipes  made  to  discharge 
into  outer  air...  ...  ...  67 

,,  sinks  defective,  new  glazed 

stoneware  sinks  provided  ...  24 

,,  paving  of  yards  and  wash-houses 
defective,  yards  and  wash- 
houses repaved  or  repaired  ...  46 

„ houses  interior  foul,  which  have 

been  cleansed  and  whitewashed  101 
„ houses  overcrowded,  number  of 

inmates  reduced  ...  ...  72 

„ accumulations  of  manure  and 

other  refuse  removed  ...  46 

„ animals  kept  so  as  to  be  a 

nuisance,  nuisance  abated  ...  15 

„ smoke  nuisances  abated  ...  2 

„ ashpits  provided  where  found 

to  be  insufficient  ...  ...  482 


Total  ...  ...  2,391 

Number  of  visits  to  bakehouses  which  have 
been  cleansed  and  white- 
washed twice  during  the  year, 
andall drain  openings  removed 
therefrom  ...  ...  ...  242 

,,  visits  made  to  provision  shops  834 
„ visits  to  cowstalls,  dairies,  and 
milkshops,  and  in  each  respect 
“ The  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and 
Milkshops  Order  of  1885  ” 
has  been  complied  with  ...  226 

, , i nspections  of  registered  lodging- 

houses  ,,,  40 
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Legal  proceedings  before  the  Justices  have  been  taken 
against  one  person  for  violating  the  Bye-laws,  and  a fine 
with  costs  was  imposed  on  the  defendant. 

“ THE  SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS, 

1875  & 1879.” 

The  following  samples  under  the  above  “ Acts  ” have 
periodically  been  obtained  from  the  vendors  within  the 
Town  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst. 


The  result  of  such  analysis  are  as  follows  : — 


Article. 

Sample 

taken. 

Number 

of. 

Genuine. 

Adultera- 

ted. 

Proceed- 

ings 

taken. 

Remarks. 

Milk  ... 

22 

21 

1 

Yes. 

Fined  10s.  A costs. 

Butter  . . . 

18 

18 

— 

— 

— 

Brandy  ... 

10 

9 

1 

Yes. 

No  fine,  16s.  cost. 

Whisky . . . 

10 

9 

1 

— 

■ 

The  house  refuse  is  removed  weekly  from  every  build- 
ing with  great  regularity,  and  I am  pleased  to  say  that  I 
have  not  received  any  complaint  due  to  the  negligence  of 
the  staff. 

Again  it  affords  me  considerable  satisfaction  to  be  able 
to  place  before  you  the  foregoing  statement  as  to  the 
health  of  your  Town  during  the  past  year,  1896. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  ERNEST  SEXTON  MEDCALF, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

February  3rd,  1897. 


